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LATIN AMERICA 


IN TURMOIL 





URING the last three months Latin Amer- 
ica has passed through a period marked by 
| strained international relations and internal po- 
litical turmoil, affecting nearly every country on 
the Continent. Despite the efforts of both the 
Pan-American Committee of Neutrals and the 
League of Nations, fighting continues intermit- 
tently in the Chaco district between Bolivia and 
Paraguay. The League had not intervened in this 
dispute, in the hope that it would be settled by 
Pan-American machinery ; but with the failure of 
this machinery to achieve results, the League 
Council on September 23 appointed a committee 
to investigate the Chaco controversy. On the 
same day the Pan-American committee made the 
interesting proposal that Bolivia and Paraguay 
accept an unconditional truce, to be verified by 
a commission of neutrals, and that American re- 
publics withdraw diplomatic and consular repre- 
sentatives from the country which, in the opinion 
of the commission, has violated the truce. Neither 
Bolivia nor Paraguay has accepted this proposal, 
except with reservations which defeat its funda- 
' mental purpose. 
| Meanwhile friction between other American re- 
| publics seems to be increasing. Although Argen- 
| tina and Uruguay resumed on September 12 the 
diplomatic relations broken several months pre- 
| viously because of the resentment felt by the Uri- 
}buru administration at the activity of Argen- 
tine exiles in Montevideo, trade relations between 
Argentine and Chile remain strained over restric- 
tions on wheat and cattle along the Andean 
border. Prospects for peace were further dark- 
ened when on September 1 a group of Peruvians 
seized the Colombian frontier town Leticia, which 
had been ceded to Colombia by Peru in the 1922 
treaty. This action led the Colombian Senate to 
vote funds for national defense, and up to the 
present the situation remains tense. 
Internally the Latin American countries have 








also been experiencing difficulties. Of the 
countries experiencing revolutions during the last 
two years, Argentina and Bolivia are the only 
states which have mady steady progress in in- 
ternal stability. In Chile the régime of Carlos 
Davila was forced out by a military coup on Sep- 
tember 13, the leaders of which opposed his pro- 
gram of greater state control of industry. 

To the north, in spite of the fact that Sanchez 
Cerro is now the duly elected President of Peru, 
partisan conflict continues. Raul Haya de la 
Torre, unsuccessful opponent of Sanchez Cerro 
and leader of the APRA opposition party, is 
in prison awaiting trial—charged with conspiracy 
in bringing about the recent outbreaks in north- 
ern Peru, which the government suppressed with 
some bloodshed. The exiled leaders of the APRA 
party have carried on intensive propaganda 
against Sanchez Cerro from Buenos Aires, San- 
tiago and Bogota. It was the alleged use of the 
mail pouches of the Mexican embassy in Lima 
by the Apristas that led to the break in diplomatic 
relations between Peru and Mexico—a break 
which still exists. In the neighboring republic 
of Ecuador a revolution broke out on August 26 
against President-Elect Bonifaz. After four days 
of fighting, Bonifaz was prevented from taking 
office and new elections haye been called for Octo- 
ber 30. The revolutionists objected to Bonifaz 
on the ground that he was not an Ecuadorian 
citizen. 

Of greater intensity than any of these internal 
conflicts has been the dispute between the admin- 
istration of President Getulio Vargas of Brazil 
and the Sao Paulo rebels. The revolt, which 
broke out in July, has brought into play large 
numbers of troops and extensive manoeuvres. 
The Paulistas criticize Vargas for continuing in 
office without calling elections, such as have been 
held in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile and Peru. They 
state that he has neglected the economic and po- 
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litical interests of Brazil’s richest state. 

Two other countries have felt the effects of 
party strife—Colombia and Cuba. In Colombia 
fighting has occurred in the interior provinces, 
where there is general dissatisfaction among Con- 
servatives with the Liberal administration of 
Olaya Herrera. In Cuba the prolonged efforts to 
reconcile President Machado and the opposition 
have broken down almost completely. The in- 
tensification of terroristic activities which fol- 
lowed the resignation of the president of the 
supreme court last spring was answered by Ma- 
chado with the imprisonment of the noted oppo- 
sitionist leader, Herrera Sotolongo. A further 
protest against Machado’s policies was lodged in 
the form of the resignation of the Ambassador 
to Mexico, Marquez Sterling. On September 27 
Dr. Vazquez Bello, president of the Senate and a 
leading supporter of Machado, was assassinated. 

Less dramatic but none the less important was 
the resignation of Ortiz Rubio as President of 
Mexico on September 2. This step brought to a 
climax a series of moves on the part of the leader 
of the National Revolutionary party, former 
President Calles, to check the growing dissension 
within the ranks of the party and to strengthen 
his own leadership. In line with this policy, he 
had forced the Secretary of War, Joaquin Amaro, 
out of the Cabinet and had sent Portes Gil into 
temporary retirement. Rubio’s successor, Gen- 
eral Abelardo Rodriguez, is a former Governor of 
Lower California and a supporter of Calles; but it 
remains to be seen whether these developments 
have eliminated all the potential threats to Calles’ 
leadership of the National Revolutionary party. 

ERNEST GALARZA 


Juridical Equality? 

On September 21 the Bureau of the Disarma- 
ment Conference, temporarily reduced to nineteen 
powers, met at Geneva with Germany’s empty 
seat a visible reminder of the impasse created by 
the issue of equality. After several inconclusive 
meetings, the Bureau adjourned on September 
26 and will reconvene on October 10. Meanwhile 
rumors are rife that as a condition of granting 
Germany juridical equality, France is considering 
the formulation of a new security act. 

Five days before the September 21 meeting of 
the Bureau, Germany had declared in a note to 
the president of the Conference, Arthur Hender- 
son, that it “cannot be expected to take part in 
negotiations with regard to measures of disarma- 
ment to be laid down in the Conference until it 
is established that the solutions which may be 
found are also to apply to Germany.” This, in 
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effect, was a declaration that France’s earlier 
reply, rejecting the German request to reorganize 
its army, was unacceptable to the von Papen 
government and that German cooperation at Ge. 
neva would await acceptance of the demand for 
equality. 

An easy solution of the impasse was not indi- 
cated in important declarations by two of the 
other great powers. On September 18 the British 
government made public a memorandum severely 
condemning Germany for raising the equality 
issue at this time and supporting the French legal 
contention in regard to Part V of the Versailles 
Treaty. But the British memorandum also ac- 
knowledged Germany’s moral right to equal treat- 
ment, and proposed, in general terms, a method 
by which this might be accomplished by incor- 
porating a modified version of the Versailles 
military clauses in the general disarmament con- 
vention, to be accepted voluntarily by all powers. 

On September 20, following reports that Sena- 
tor Reed and Ambassador Edge had assured 
France of America’s support, President Hoover 
issued a public statement asserting that revision 
of the Versailles Treaty was “solely a European 
question” but expressing a hope that Germany 
“will continue to participate in the Arms Con- 
ference, which has now such great promise of 
progress for the entire world. .. .” 

With Premier Herriot reported to be holding 
in his pocket a request for a League investigation 
of German secret armaments and specific charges 
of treaty violation, the future of the Conference 
depends more than ever on whether the United 
States uses its influence to press for drastic re- 
ductions by all the great powers. The only pos- 
sibility of securing German cooperation—which 
is essential to any disarmament treaty — is 
through offering substantial proof of an inten- 
tion to reduce. W. T. STONE 





Haiti Rejects Treaty. On September 15 the 
Haitian National Assembly unanimously rejected 
the treaty of September 3 with the United States, 
largely because of the financial clauses of this 
agreement. 


Gandhi Ends Fast. On September 24 leaders of 
the “untouchable” and high-caste Hindus signed 
an agreement which abolishes separate electorates 
for the “untouchables,” and guarantees them 148 
seats in the Indian provincial legislature—over 
twice the number allotted them by the British 
award. Following the approval of this agreement 
by the British Cabinet on September 26, Gandhi 
broke his 149-hour fast. 
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